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EDITORIAL 


AIMM 
80 Years in Africa 


This year, 1992, we celebrate 80 years of God’s faithful- 
ness to AIMM. 

Each decade has had its distinguishing characteristics 
and its own particular opportunities, challenges, and prob- 
lems. But as we reflect on the previous years, we quickly 
see that through every decade God has been gracious and 
His mercies have been new every morning. 

This past decade we have seen a marvelous growth in 
the church in Africa. Some have suffered severely for their 
faith, others have received portions of God’s Word in their 
own tongue for the first time, while still others have taken 
strong leadership in reaching persons from their own 
nations, ethnic groups, clans and families for Christ. For 
these mercies we are grateful. 

What the decade that lies before us will hold we have no 
way of knowing. But we are very sure that our call to service 
and discipleship is just as clear and compelling today as 
it was when AIMM first began its work in Africa, 80 years 
ago. Each succeeding period had its willing, obedient 
servants who obeyed God’s call. Can we—dare we—today, 
do less? 

Let us, in this new decade, walk in faith, confident that 
God’s mercies are new each morning, and relying on His 
faithfulness. 

—Earl W. Roth 


On a Mountain Bike Ride 


By Dan Petersen 


Yesterday my mountain bike and I climbed the hill to the 
southwest, dropped into a valley on the other side, and into 
a lost little Bolon village sitting like a picture of Africa a 
century ago, with their big sacrificial altar on a rise at the 
edge of the village. All the children ran screaming to hide in 
their dark mud huts, and I found a couple of men sitting 
under a shade tree weaving grass mats. I gabbed a bit and 
had to explain a few of the gadgets on the mountain bike (all 
this in Jula; they are Bolon, not Senuofo—no one has yet 
learned the Bolon language). There are no known Christians 
among them. Finally they told me of another more direct 
trail over the same hill and I took that one back home. 

It's good exercise, good adventure, good for my Jula (or 
whatever language I have to use when I meet people), good 
for friendships, good relief from work, and in general just a 
good thing to do for an hour or two in the cool evening breeze 
when temps fall down into the 90s and the sun sets into the 
red dust of the afternoon sky, leaving the sahel in a long red 
twilight before the true sunset suddenly plunges everything 
into moon-lit darkness and the smoke of hundreds of wood 
cooking fires stings my eyes and our kids come home for 
baths before supper and a few stories and bed on the mats 
laid outside in the screen porch. 


Planting the Mennonite Church 
in Burkina Faso 


Traoré Siaka 


It was in 1978 that the first Mennonite mission- 
aries arrived in Burkina Faso. After having re- 
ceived the agreement of the Federation of Evan- 
gelical Churches and Missions of Burkina Faso to 
come work in the country, the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance invited the Mennonite Mis- 
sion (AIMM) to establish itself in the province of 
Kénédougou. It’s a region where the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance (CMA) had had activities 
before and abandoned them later because of lack 
of workers. On arriving in this region the Menno- 
nite Mission found some Christians at Orodara | 
and a chapel for services. But unfortunately after the 
departure of the CMA workers, these Christians did not 
lead any Christian activity. The presence of the Mennonite 
missionaries would encourage them to meet together. From 
the beginning these new missionaries without understand- 
ing the trade language of the area, the Dioula, would be 
dealing with a Christian community. 

The first missionaries, having found some Christians 
present, decided to be members of a church rather than to 
have their institution apart. Their hope was that the church 
would adopt them and they would be under her umbrella. 
The mission wanted this kind of relationship so that the 
church from the beginning could be responsible. It was a 
good vision but difficult to realize for several reasons, we 
mention two: 


—the Christians who were present at the arrival of the 
Mennonite mission were inactive, not having any legal 
status, therefore they were incapable to take the respon- 
sibilities which concerned the mission. 

—the principle that the mission should be under the 
tutelage of the church was not understood by the 
Christians because this kind of relationship didn't exist 
among the other missions and churches in the country. 


This principle of the mission couldn’t be realized at that 
time since the mission needed to seek its legal recognition 
in order to avoid difficulties with the government author- 
ities. 

In 1979, a young man named Traoré Siaka, living 16 
kilometers from Orodara was converted by reading Chris- 
tian literature and the Bible. He joined the young Menno- 
nite Church being born; he was the first to be baptized by 
the missionaries. Later he sensed the call to serve the Lord. 
God used him as an instrument of encouragement for the 
missionaries as well as for his Burkinabé brothers. 

In 1980. the mission and the handful of Christians who 
were present organized themselves into a community and 
adopted the name, “Mennonite Mission and Church of 
Burkina Faso.” The church at Orodara at this time began 
to think of the evangelization of the town. 

In 1981, one member of the local church at Orodara 
moved to Banzon, a village 50 km. from Orodara. He asked 
that the church at Orodara help him by going to exhort 
him from time to time. The pastor, Dennis Rempel, and 


Brother Traoré Siaka gave themselves to this 
work. In exercising their ministry to the family 
who had moved, they met a group of Christians 
who had immigrated to the village and these, as 
well, addressed a request to the mission to help 
them with teaching. Some months after, these 
Christians decided to be members of the Menno- 
nite Church. This church would be very active 
and would know real growth. But she wasn’t ever 
in agreement with the principle of autonomy 
/ desired by the mission. This can be explained by 

Y| the fact that these first members of this church 
came from the church founded by the CMA. In 1989 the 
local church of Banzon experienced internal difficulties; 
in view of these problems the leaders of the different local 
Mennonite churches proposed appropriate solutions. 
While refusing these solutions, the Banzon Church de- 
cided to join the Christian Alliance Church (CMA) of 
Bobo-Dioulasso. Their departure took place in April 1991. 
We didn’t want separation, but it was also difficult to 
collaborate with these brothers who didn’t want to correct 
a situation of sin among them. 

One year after the first contacts at Banzon, precisely in 
1982, the mission received the call of a Christian family 
isolated in an encampment close to a village called 
Djigouera, about 35 kms. from Orodara. It was hard to be 
indifferent to this kind of call because one never knows 
where God can move at a given time. By the action of the 
mission and the church of Orodara, these days there is a 
local church at Djigouera. The church is directed by an 
elder. 

It was also in this same year, 1982, that two single female 
missionary linguists moved into a Senoufo village called 
Kotoura. From the time of their arrival, Ceba, the son of 
the chief of the village was interested in the activities of 
these ladies. He constantly asked them questions about the 
Christian faith. In 1984 at the time of an evangelistic 
campaign at Orodara which Ceba went to attend, he made 
the decision to give his life to Jesus Christ. When he 
returned to his village he testified of his faith to his family 
and his friends. In a short time his wives and his friends 
were converted. The ladies who had come to the village 
with the goal of learning the Senoufo language for the 


Church Council meeting in Orodaro 


s 


translation of the Bible saw themselves 
suddenly confronted with a church 
being born. A new group of people 
appeared in the village those of the 
“danabaw’ (believers). These new con- 
verts understood very soon that the 
choice to belong to Jesus Christ isn’t 
made without consequence. They would 
be the object of many attacks perpetu- 
ated by Satan. They would need to face 
multiple battles. 

The first battle was regarding sacri- 
fices. On becoming Christians these new 
converts said no to sacrifices; however, all of life for the 
Senoufo is governed by sacrifices. This refusal on their part 
to make sacrifices was a strike against the principles of the 
village. 

Another attack which was directed against the Christians 
was associated to a wrong interpretation of the Gospel by 
certain people in the village. These people said that 
Protestantism taught Christians to not respect their par- 
ents, to abandon them and to not provide funerals for 
them. In view of this comprehension it was necessary to 
give explanation to those who wanted to listen to the 
Christian viewpoint. 

Another thing which was difficult to accept by some in 
the village was the fact that it was women who were 
teaching these new converts. For these people, women were 
not deserving of being occupied with religious activities. 
This was linked to their mentality about women. 

Little by little, the perseverance of the Christians and the 
lively and frequent testimonies that they gave led the village 
to accept and respect them. The church of Kotoura today 
is in perpetual growth. The Christians have understood 
their mission as salt of the earth and light of the world. 
Thanks to this church, the village has benefited with a 
pharmacy, a grain mill to facilitate the task of the women 
and a concession of land for an agricultural project. These 


Baptism in Orodara 


projects were financed by the Office for 
the Development of the Churches, 
which is an agency of the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches and Missions of 
Burkina Faso. 

In January 1991 representatives of the 
different local Mennonite churches de- 
cided to begin process with the goal of 
obtaining legal recognition for the Men- 
nonite Church. A commission worked to 
elaborate a constitution and by-laws. 
These documents were approved and 
adopted by the General Assembly of the 
church. They are being dispatched to the national author- 
ities. From now on the church is called, “The Evangelical 
Mennonite Church of Burkina Faso.” This church is still 
very young in its walk. She has three places of worship 
gathering about 100 baptized members with 2 trained 
pastors. Alongside the nationals, 17 missionaries work 
full-time; 7 are engaged in Bible translation, 6 in planting 
new churches, and 4 are busy with the education of the 
missionary children. 

In comparison to the path traveled the task which 
remains is still immense. The villages which have never 
heard the Gospel are still numerous. This immense task is 
a challenge for the Mennonite Church but equally for the 
mission. We think that the moment has come where the 
church and the mission must find a common strategy 
conforming to the context in order to combine their force © 
to accomplish the order of the Master. We must surmount 
our human passions that we may evidence our unity in 
Jesus Christ in order to better present the Savior Recon- 
ciler. Christ Himself left us this counsel: 


“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.” (John 13:34-35) 


Theological Education by Extension 
From a report by Kanda Dikebela—adapted by Gordon Claassen 


Traveling by train a discipleship training team journeyed 
from Mbuji Mayi to Southern Zaire to teach and encourage 
our Mennonite brothers and sisters there. More than 10 
churches have been planted in past years, yet none has had 
an ordained pastor. All have been guided by lay-leaders 
who have had no theological education. During the team’s 
visit we introduced the possibility of beginning Theological 
Education by Extension (TEE) courses among them. Due 
to the great interest and at the request of these churches in 
the Shaba Province a trip was organized to open TEE 
centers in the three big industrial copper-mining and 
processing cities of Kolwezi, Likasi and Lubumbashi where 
our churches are located. 

I arrived in Lubumbashi to begin this work only one day 
before all the rioting and looting by the soldiers and people 
began. The city was left with nothing in the stores or the 
markets ... a ghost town. It took several weeks before peace 
and order was restored and we could begin our task of 
opening the TEE centers. 

My first responsibility, however, was to deal with some 
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conflicts between several of the church groups. I praise God 
because this took place in a joint meeting not long after. 
Once reconciled, we were able to discuss opening the TEE 
centers. 

In Lubumbashi, due to the distances between our 
churches, we opened two centers—one with 13 students, the 
other with 10. We appointed one of the church elders to 
give leadership and direction to these centers during my 
absence. We began with the course, “Mennonite History 
and Faith.” 

In Likasi, where we have a smaller church community, 
we opened one center with 7 students coming from three 
churches. 

In Kolwezi, we opened one center with 23 eager students. 
I found our church members to be very active and enthused 
about studying the Bible through these courses. Having had 
more background in Mennonite history and faith here, we 
started with the course, “How to Worship and Talk with 
God.” 

(Continued on next page) 


Women’s Seminar in Burkina Faso 


Jeannette Thiessen 


Excitedly Karidja told me about the women’s seminar 
being planned in Orodara at the end of the month for the 
women of the Mennonite churches. She was looking 
forward to it with anticipation since the seminars in the 
past had been an encouragement and time of growth. The 
last women’s seminar had been held three years ago. Little 
did she know how God’s master hand would direct the 
timing of her departure for Orodara and the seminar. 

Karidja is the second wife of Ceba, the first convert in 
the Kotoura Church. She came to Bobo in early February 
to visit her brother and came to my house to greet me a 
number of times during her stay in Bobo. 

I told Karidja of my intentions to attend the seminar but 
that I would not be joining them till the third day of the 
five day seminar. We parted, looking forward to seeing each 
other in a few days in Orodara. The day before I was to 
leave for Orodara and two days after she should have left, 
a sad and discouraged Karidja came to my house once 
more. I was surprised to see her and asked her why she 
hadn’t already left for Orodara. Her eyes filled with tears, 
as she told me that her brother had refused to give her the 
money for the return fare to Orodara. The tears quickly 
rolled down my own cheeks as I realized how important 
this seminar was to her and how disappointed she was. I 
offered to pay her fare and told her that we could travel 
together the next day. She was grateful and her smile 
returned once more. We prayed together and thanked God 
for answering her prayers; for two nights she had hardly 
slept, worrying and praying about how she could go to the 
seminar without any money to pay her fare. Finally she 
had gained enough courage to come and ask me for help. 
How thankful we both were, especially Karidja. 

Arriving at the seminar, we were warmly received, espe- 
cially by Karidja’s co-spouse and step-daughter. Everyone 
asked Karidja many questions as to why she hadn’t come 
earlier because they had expected her to arrive in time for 
the seminar. Then the attention turned to me as they 
thanked me for providing the means. 

The seminar was well attended by the three participating 
Mennonite churches. Twenty-five to 30 women were in 
attendance daily with 15 coming from out of town and the 


rest from Orodara. Sessions were held in the morning, 
afternoon and evening with pastors from the Orodara 
church leading the times of teaching, sharing and praying. 
Claire, wife of Siaka Traoré, the Mennonite Church pres- 
ident, had been in charge of planning and preparing for 
the seminar. She continued in her role of leadership as she 
chaired the meetings and led times of prayer and sharing. 
The women also spent time singing and teaching each 
other new songs they had learned in their respective 
churches. 

It was a time of growth and encouragement for everyone. 
Not being a fluent Jula speaker in this all-Jula seminar, I 
had the opportunity to watch from the “side-lines.” It was 
evident that these women loved God and wanted to learn 
as much as they possibly could during the five days of the 
seminar. They shared with each other of their trials and 
victories and mutually encouraged each other. Although 
they were tired physically by the end of the seminar, they 
were renewed spiritually and emotionally. They returned 
to their respective churches and villages eager to tell their 
family and friends what they had learned. The seminar 
equipped them to nurture the young Christian women in 
their midst and to share the good news with others. 

The women of the Mennonite churches in Burkina Faso 
are grateful to the women of the Mennonite North Amer- 
ican churches for making the seminar possible. The 
women are able to supply the food for such an event but 
few have the finances available to provide for transporta- 
tion and other expenses involved. This joint effort has 
proven to be effective. 

Karidja and I parted on the last day of the seminar as 
best of friends. She thanked me once more for providing 
for her fare and I, in turn, thanked her for including me 
in her church group. Living in Bobo, a distance from the 
participating churches, hadn’t allowed me to get to know 
the women personally. Not only Karidja’s prayers had been 
answered but mine as well. God had provided a friend for 
me to relate to during the seminar. We had ministered to 
each other. I was again impressed by how God's timing 
continues to be perfect in all situations. 


(Theological Education continued) 


We insist on practical results from our TEE students. Our 
program is not limited only to Bible study but also involves 
active evangelism. I am happy to report that in working with 
our new students during just a short time, we planted two new 
worship centers in Lubumbashi—35 people in one, 30 at the 
other. Two more were established in Kolwezi with 46 and 48 
worshipers respectively. 

I traveled between Lubumbashi and Kolwezi via Likasi by 
local transportation several times during the 5 months. The 
church members supported the financial costs of the transpor- 
tation as well as taking care of my food and lodging during my 
entire visit. They also purchased my return ticket by train to 
Mbuji Mayi. 

We face some difficulties. Lubumbashi is a 3 to 4 day trip 
from Mbuji Mayi:; first by truck to the train station, then 3 days 


by train. This costs much money. For the past two years we 
have been printing our own text courses; typing on stencil, 
then turning off the stencils on duplicating paper. With the 
continuing devaluation of our currency, our students are 
not able to purchase the courses at the actual cost of the 
paper and printing. We operate at a loss and the overall 
budget received from church headquarters is sufficient only 
to cover travel costs. 

For the proper continuation of this program it is recom- 
mended that a visit be made at least every three months. We 
try to make visits twice a month to our nearby centers but due 
to distance and travel costs we are not able to visit our churches 
in Lubumbashi often. 

God is doing a work in the lives of these TEE students. May 
He bless them in their studies and as they put the new learning 
into practice in their own local congregations. 
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The Tale of Two Regional Conferences 


Jean Isaac 


The week had been very hot, but that Saturday morning 
was cooler as we began our two-hour trip to the sea to hold 
our first regional conference at Bishop Mapindela’s home. 
We left pavement at Port St. Johns to drive the remaining 
17 miles to his house on the gravel road that leads to 
Lusikisiki. 

People were standing around the homestead when we 
arrived, and the leaders ushered us into the dining room 
where we were served tea and bread. Then everyone began 
the descent down the hill and the ascent to the knoll on 
which the church building stands. I began to register people 
as they entered. Our two other regional conferences had 
regularly averaged 10-15 people, but that day at Lusikisiki I 
registered 55! I recognized that as a number to rival our 
main conference at Umtata. 

The church leaders who had traveled with us began with 
devotions, explanations and introductions before turning 
the teaching over to Gary. His studies came from Exodus, 
with Moses, leader and liberator of his people, providing 
lessons for us. Gary gave an introduction and some teaching 
from Exod. 1. Then I had a session from Exod. 2 on Moses’ 
early life. 

We had arranged to have teas at 11:00 and 3:30 and lunch 
at 1:00. Five minutes before the set times we heard a bell 
calling us from the homestead. Each time we made the slow 
procession down from the church and up to the house. Food 
was served promptly and efficiently. Unfortunately, only 
those of us from afar and the oldest men got to sit around 
the dining room table; others ate more informally outdoors. 

Gary finished his teaching at 6:00. After supper he showed 
slides, using his battery-powered projector. About 9:30 we 
were shown a small room at the back of the house and the 
others continued on at church with an all-night service. 
Early Sunday morning there were prayers and singing at 


the church. After breakfast we began our trip home. 
KK EK KK 


The following Saturday we awoke at 3:30 to prepare for 
our trip to Sterkspruit for the regional conference there. As 
on the previous weekend, Bishop Adonis had spent Friday 
night at our house to be able to accompany us to the 
conference. We left at 4:30 and arrived at the church in 
Sterkspruit just before 8:30. 

Bishop Skosana, the one in charge, was waiting for us, 
and two other bishops soon joined us. We were ushered 
into the pastor’s house and served tea. The tea was so long 
in coming that we began to wish that we had first carried 
our gear into the church. However, it was better we hadn't, 
for over tea Bishop Skosana had something to tell us. 

The local church leaders had met the previous Saturday, 
he told us, and agreed they wanted us to come. But we could 
see that only the few of them were there; the others had not 
come. He was embarrassed now to face us after having 
asked us to come. — 

Bishop Goduka took up the story. Sterkspruit is so dry; 
there had been no rain except for a little early in November. 
It was like God had forsaken them. Or that they needed to 
repent of sin for God to send rain. 

We responded to their words, assuring them that we were 
not “giving up” on them; when they perceived that things 
were in order there, we would consider coming again. We - 
encouraged them not to be disheartened but to persevere 
in their service for God. 

After exchanging a few more words and praying together, 
we left them to travel the four hours home. 

* KR KK KK 

The days that we are tempted to feel discouraged in our 
work, we are reminded of the vigor and the enthusiasm of 
those saints at Lusikisiki. And when things seem to be going 
well in our work and we are inclined to be complacent, we 
remember what happened at Sterkspruit. 

The work is not ours but God's. 


Trainers from Botswana AICs and Mission 
Churches Get Acquainted 


Jonathan Larson 


Recent signs are that the African Independent Churches 
(AICs) and the mission-established churches of Botswana, 
long divided by a chasm of suspicion, are taking some 
tentative steps toward ending their isolation from each other. 
Over the weekend of 19-20 June, a select group of AIC leaders 
who have been concerned with training (under a loose 
organization called Inter-Church Ministries) and staff mem- 
bers from one of the principal mission-church training insti- 
tutions in Botswana (Kgolagano College) sat down together 
for a first-ever get-acquainted session and began to discover 
what interests they share. 

The two groups met in the town of Palapye together with 


AIMM workers, Tim Bertsche and Jonathan Larson, who 
had served as a liaison between the parties. Each side gave 
an account of its training effort and responded to questions. 
The two approaches to training, though radically different, 
were seen to complement one another in important ways. 
There is growing interest among the AICs in more formal 
training and also in the experience and heritage of the wider 
church. By contrast the Kgolagano staff expressed a desire 
to be more locally contextual and to integrate into their 
training such issues as the ministry of healing through 
prayer, something that has distinguished the life of the 
AICs. (Continued on next page) 
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A History and a Heritage 


Ivan Friesen 


“If you are an heir, you wonder whether you will be able 
to handle the heritage properly.” These words were spoken 
by the archbishop of the Spiritual Healing Church, Israel 
Motswaosele, at a worship service in Gaborone, Botswana, 
on the 21st of June commemorating the completion of a 


Rachel Friesen presenting a copy of her history to Archbishop 
Motswaosele 


history of the Spiritual Healing Church. 

It was a grand occasion in the life of the church. The vice 
chancellor of the University of Botswana, Prof. Thomas Tlou, 
was present as were the former vice president of Botswana, 
Mr. Peter Mmusi and the chief of one of the “nations” that 
makes up Botswana, Kgosi Seepapitso IV. The church was 
filled with Spiritual Healing Church people, some of them 
from distant places. Guests included a small choir from 
Maun, 1000 kilometers from Gaborone, and pastors and 
choirs from Bobonong, Tutume, and Mochudi. A spirit of 
celebration and excitement filled the air. 

The history-writing project was started in 1987 when Rachel 
Friesen, an AIMM mission worker in Botswana, was ap- 
pointed to do the research and writing. She wrote the history 
for her master’s degree in theology at Knox College in 
Toronto. After her thesis was accepted, she abridged the text 
and engaged a translator who translated the abridged text 
into Setswana. 

The Spiritual Healing Church is one of the oldest African 
Independent Churches in Botswana. Mennonites have had 
a 20-year relationship with this church and its archbishop. 
The request to have a Mennonite write this history grew out 


of that relationship. 

The heritage on which the archbishop was reflecting is a 
heritage that centers around his father, Jacob Mokaleng 
Motswaosele (d. 1980), a widely acclaimed prophet and the 
founder of the Spiritual Healing Church. In his lifetime the 
Prophet Mokaleng, as he was called, had a powerful healing 
ministry that touched the: lives of many Batswana. An 
independent assessment of the Prophet's life and the church 
which he founded had not been made until now and this 
heritage is one for which the archbishop feels responsible. 

But there was something more in the archbishop’s sermon. 
The independent churches as a whole have been persecuted 
and oppressed in the past. They have often felt scorned by 
the more wealthy and influential churches. The archbishop 
had this in mind when, later in his sermon, he referred to the 
story of Jesus’ death as it is recorded in the Gospels. When 
Jesus died on the cross, he said, he was spared further public 


Procession about to enter the church June 21, 1992 


humiliation by the intervention of an influential frend, 
Joseph of Arimathea. Comparing Rachel Friesen to Joseph 
of Arimathea the archbishop said that she was this kind 
of friend to the Spiritual Healing Church. By writing this 
history she gave dignity to the church, he said. 

On June 28 the archbishop left on a six-week visit to 
Canada and the United States. His invitation by Mennonites 
in North America is a testimony to the good relationship 
between Mennonite workers in Botswana and _ Israel 
Motswaosele’s church, the Spiritual Healing Church. 


(Trainers from Botswana Continued) 


During the give and take the AICs were able to give an 
account of the persecution they experienced at an earlier 
time, often with the tacit approval of the mission churches. 
One AIC bishop pointedly asked, “Since these were the 
very churches that today administer Kgolagano College, 
we would like to know, at what point have they changed 
their minds about us AICs?” They also described their 
feelings of frustration and humiliation at being considered 
second-class churches. But it was also recognized that 
while many of the mission-churches are stagnating, the 
AICs continue to show signs of strength. One Kgolagano 


tutor observed, “We begin now to see how you (AICs) see 
yourselves, and you have helped us to be critical of 
ourselves and our program.” 

AIMM missionaries have been serving in leadership training 
with Botswana AICs for over fifteen years. One of the strongest 
reflections of the AIC representatives in the dialogue was their 
appreciation for the way this effort has proceeded, with 
sensitivity to the AIC cultural heritage and their insights on 
biblical faith and the role of the Holy Spirit. 

It has been agreed that these groups will try to meet twice 
yearly to pursue the dialogue with the prospect that the two 
training efforts working in coordination can better serve their 
common Lord and the Botswana church community. 
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April 5, 1992 - Ngaba Church 


The Mennonite Community of Zaire has 
forged ahead with ordination of pastors and 
commissioning of church leaders despite the 
economic and political chaos in the country. 

Special celebrations organized by local 
congregations in the city of Kinshasa em- 
phasized the biblical qualifications and spir- 
itual responsibilities of church leaders. Seri- 
ous thought, prayer and praise dominated 
the ordination celebrations. 

Arnold Harder attended the special wor- 
ship service on April 5 at the Ngaba congre- 
gation. He reports that 9 deaconesses, 5 
deacons and four elders were commissioned. 

The Sanga Mamba parish celebrated with 
pastor ordination on Sunday, May 10. Mar- 
ilyn Steiner, AIMM missionary in Kinshasa, 
attended the service and related the follow- 


Kakhenda Lukah was ordained in splen- 
dor. From the procession, with guests led in 
by a joyous choir, to the recession, it was a 
great time of rejoicing, praising the Lord and challenging 
the pastor being consecrated. 

There were many invited guests, special acoustic for the 


Kakhenda and his wife 
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¢ Laying on of hands at 
ing: Ngaba. Mbualungu and 


Themua kneeling. Rev. 
Komuesa officiating. 
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Choral - Sanga Mamba 
music and lots of picture taking, even by 
someone with a video. We heard later it was 
news on TV. The governor of Kinshasa was 
a special guest who apparently knows 
Kakhenda and has a good testimony for the 
Lord. 

Rev. Kabasele, CMZ vice-president, gave a - 
stirring message on two types of pastors: 
those chosen by man or those chosen by God. 
Rev. Mukanza gave words of counsel. He 
gave 3 types of pastors, the two mentioned 
above and thirdly, the one chosen by himself 
who enters the ministry on his own decision. 
Pastor Kakhenda and his wife responded to 
questions from Rev. Cibulenu, president, and 
then knelt in consecration surrounded by 
several church leaders who prayed for them. 

At the close they sat up front and many 
people came with gifts for them. This was 
then followed by a time of eating plantains 
and fish and drinking pop. They divided up 
the several classrooms, assigned hosts and 
hostesses and did a good job of serving everyone. We were 
glad to see the Zairian Church handle all of these arrange- 
ments by themselves. 

Special singing April 5, 1992 - Ngaba Church 
me 


From the Sahara to the Malutis 


Ruth Roth 


Several years ago Sahara Desert sands had blown, 
gradually driving Northern Burkinabé from their fields 
and lands farther south, in search of greener pastures. 
Among those moving were Philippe Coulumbany and his 
wife Marte and their children, and friends. Orodara Chris- 
tians invited these people to settle at Djiguera, a village 
about halfway between N’dorola and Orodara. On Sunday 
morning Dan Petersen and his language helper took us to 
worship with these believers in their small mud church. 
The number of believers grew, and they have extended 
their building with grass mats to accommodate those who 
are coming. These include Mossee, Tousian, Bolon, and 
other tribes who have moved into the area to find food for 
themselves and for their cattle. I counted 25 people that 
morning, with children sitting on the floor whom I couldn’t 
see in the dark little church. But the Spirit of God was 
there and they sang and prayed with joy. During the service 
they asked the different tribes to sing a song in their 
language, and they also asked Earl and me and we could 
joyfully sing the Lingala song, “Yesu Azali Awa” (Jesus is 
Here) and the chorus, “Alleluia, na Yesu.” Soon they joined 
us in clapping and singing. After all, “Alleluia” is univer- 
sally the same. Unfortunately I couldn’t understand when 
the women visited with me after the service, but Marte 
speaks a little French and we communicated in that way. 
Later I learned from Claire Traoré that Marte is one of the 
three women who planned and led the women’s seminar 
which was held in Orodara the end of February. 

The next Sunday was another high for me. On Saturday 
afternoon we met at Kotoura with seven young men—el- 
ders and leaders of the church there—who have been led 
to Christ and discipled through the faithful witness and 
testimony of Anne Garber and Gail & Russ Toevs. The 
church was packed Sunday morning, everyone wanting to 
see the Youth With A Mission team, most of whom came 
from other African countries. A hush fell over the congre- 
gation when an old blind man was led in and seated at 
the front of the church. Suddenly everyone began to clap 
and sing because this village elder now was giving a public 
testimony that he, too, is a believer in Christ. 

It seems so many good things happened on Sunday on 
this trip. Another Sunday AIMM officially closed a very 
wonderful, far-reaching chapter in its history when the 
Lesotho Maseru United Church Management Committee 
called a white South African as their pastor and AIMM 
relinquished its pastoral leadership to the church. This 
church has a mixed membership of Africans, Asians, 
Europeans, North Americans, South Africans, and others 
making it a model of an inter-racial Christian fellowship 
in a region tainted by Apartheid. Several times I have had 
the feeling of this being a small foretaste of heaven where 
there will be “some from every tongue and tribe and 
nation” praising the Lamb! 

In the suburbs of Francistown, Botswana, Laura and Tim 
Bertsche took us one evening to visit Bishop and Me 
Monyatsi. We arrived at dusk and had to pick our way 
carefully over broken down truck parts, with motor pieces 
lying here and there, to their courtyard in back of the 
house. They were sitting with a number of other people 


who had come to be healed by the Bishop. Toward the 
back of the courtyard stands a small chapel where proba- 
bly most of the healing takes place. Me Monyatsi has 
learned tie-dying from Laura, and is now making and 
selling dresses or suits which she has created from tie-dye 
materials. Laura must feel a real sense of accomplishment, 
knowing that she in an indirect way has helped to clothe 
those sitting in the Monyatsi courtyard. 

Names like Pule Tshangela, Mama Manyunda, Wale 
Kaze, or Zota didn’t mean much to me until I met this 
group of ladies at a delightful tea in Jean Isaac’s home in 
Umtata, Transkei. These are some professional women on 
the Bible Study Writing Team in which Jean is involved. I 
wrote this into my diary that evening: “The tea was very 
nice. After visiting a while we all held hands in a circle 
and sang, ‘We Are One in the Bond of Love’ and then 
closed with the benediction “The Lord bless you and keep 
you. Then Mama Manyunda prayed again—just like 
lifting one right into heaven itself.” 

Now we're in Kinshasa, Zaire—it’s Sunday again—a day 
we'd hoped to spend with our CMZ churches. But that 
wasn't to be. This was Sunday, February 16, when people 
marched in the streets, wanting freedom, and some were 
shot and killed. Our CMZ leaders had come on Saturday 
to tell us that in spite of having planned big services for 
Sunday, they would not be meeting because of these 
political events. We did, however, attend the French service 
at the International church, where 2 truck loads of soldiers 
kept watch. The church was quite full, three choirs sang 
well, and the Zairian pastor challenged us from Exodus 
14, “Fear not... see the Salvation of the Lord,” encourag- 
ing the Christians in this time of political turmoil. I 
couldn’t greet the pastor after church, but rather headed 
for the car, weeping as I went because of the horrible 
situation that was facing them, and seeing their strong faith 
in God. This same faith and trust in God was again 
manifested when we met with the CMZ Administrative 
Committee in Nyanga the following week. In spite of 
political upheaval, the church is at work. 

By the way, if you want good hospitality, try Phyllis Boese 
even if she has just returned after 4 months absence, and 
has only two days time to get unpacked and set-up; she'll 
come right through and treat you like a queen. 

The UTA plane indicated that it is 5500 miles from Paris 
to Johannesburg—a huge continent in which AIMM has 
had the joy of working for 80 years. It was my privilege to 
see some of this. work from the creeping Sahara sands of 
Burkina Faso, to the Maluti Mountains of Southern Africa, 
and sing with renewed confidence “Alleluia, Alleluia na 
Yesu.” 
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Dedication of New Addition to 
Maseru United Church 


Betty Koop 


“As we are gathered, 
Jesus is here 

One with each other, 
Jestisnis bere. 

As we sang the open- 
ing song for the dedica- 
tion of the new addition 
to the Maseru United 
Church in Lesotho, the 
gray clouds rolled over- 
head and the large palm 
tree beside the church 
wasn’t needed for shade. 
But a feeling of excite- 
ment and anticipation 
permeated the crowd. 
Today was the fulfill- 
ment of a dream, some- 
thing that many of us 
had worked for in many 
and different ways. 

Some remembered 
working hard at prepar- 
ing and serving international dinners to raise funds for the 
building project; some remembered countless meetings to 
decide on building plans and ways of raising funds; some 
remembered giving from the heart and also remembered 
their tired feet—it would be so great to sit rather than stand 
at the next service; others remembered the exhaustion and 
exhilaration of planning and working at the annual MUC 
Bazaar; and many remembered praying earnestly about 
and for the whole building project. 

We “walked” through the project again as we listened to 
the architect’s report and were especially thankful that it 
had been completed without any serious accident. We 
rejoiced when the chairman of the Finance Committee 
reported that only a small sum was needed to complete 
paying for the building. And as the chairman of the 


Management Commit- 
tee and the pastor un- 
veiled the plaque com- 
memorating this won- 
derful day, our hearts 
were overflowing with 
praise to God. 

When the door was 
unlocked and the pas- 
tor invited us all to 
come in, it was wonder- 
ful to see the enlarged 
sanctuary with seating 
capacity increased by 
about 50%. Since we 
had many visitors the 
ushers did have to put 
up extra chairs, but that 
made us feel just like 
“old times” again, when 


Pastor Koop inviting the parishioners to enter there seemed to be 


chairs wherever there 
was a bit of space. 

The service continued with a message of encouragement 
from Joshua | and a prayer of dedication in which both 
congregation and pastor participated. Truly, “We dedicate 
this house to Thee. . .” 

Through the years, the Lord has richly blessed Maseru 
United Church, an international, inter-racial, interdenom- 
inational church. It was founded some S50 plus years ago 
by three denominations who saw the need for English 
services in Maseru. When AIMM began supplying pastors 
in the early seventies, the congregation had shrunk con- 
siderably. And now as the congregation has grown and has 
progressed to hiring a local couple to take up the pastoral 
duties, we feel good that God’s work is continuing under 
local leadership. 


Easter Monday: the Morning After 


Jonathan Larson 


Many countries in this part of the world observe a 
holiday not found on most North American calendars: 
Easter Monday. The idea of Easter Monday is intriguing, 
really it’s the ultimo of all “mornings after.” It’s the day 
you wake up and begin poking around your corner of the 
cosmos for tell-tale confirmation. Did it really happen? 
Has it made any difference? It’s the day we start breathing 
again and rearranging the furniture. It’s the first day of the 
rest of life. 

I went to sit with some old friends in the nearby village 
of Ramotswa this Easter Monday. I found the extended 
family just beginning to move about in the morning 
sunlight. The throng of Easter pilgrims that had observed 
the festival in their courtyard had decamped—mostly. Still 
visible in the rocks and thorn bushes were shreds of plastic, 
empty tins and bottles—a kind of inelegant signature in 
the guest book. Several children were collecting this trash 
while another busied herself by propping up the trampled 
greenery. Still others were stretching their limbs in the 
warmth of the sun, liberally applying the skin lotion that 
becomes a necessity here at the edge of the desert. A baby 
was being jounced on a sister's knee. Greetings were 
exchanged. We slipped into the stream of repartee shared 
with neighbors. Soon the local pastor appeared. He had 
been instructed at a business session of the Easter faithful 
to erect an office building next to the church building 
which very thing he wished to begin without delay. Would 
we come with him to lay out the building? We picked our 
way over the rocky path to the church yard. 

Now, says the pastor—effectively a building committee 
of one with the rest of us serving pro tem as ex-officio 
co-opted members—as he hunkers down in the dust with 
a stubby acacia branch, how about something like this? 
He draws a rough trapezoid. This office has to be big 
enough to double as a creche, he explains. An onlooker 
cautions that the impulses of children and orderly office- 
keeping are separate categories. OK, says the pastor, we 


can add a separate office room over here. He adds a small 
box to one side of the trapezoid. Being a fully paid up 
member of past church building committees, at this point 
my knees begin to shake a little. A passing neighbor 
looking over the pastor’s shoulder interjects that there 
really ought to be a store room for the safe keeping of 
offerings in kind—sorghum, maize and other produce. The 
pastor scratches a second box to the side of the trapezoid. 
We study the result in the dust. It does seem a little 
spontaneous. Finally I suggest that the original room size 
be expanded so as to move the appendaged rooms inside 
the main structure setting them off by interior walls. This 
notion is greeted with hearty approval. 

So with the floor plan now in hand the pastor rises to 
eyeball the premises, trying to envision how the new 
structure will lie. Someone suggests that the office ought 
to be aligned with the property perimeter. But the boundary 
line is an errant stone wall that trails uncertainly off at an 
awkward angle. So having decided at last to lay the office 
parallel to the existing church building, the pastor drives 
a length of re-bar into the rocky soil. His son appears with 
a tape measure and asks what dimensions to mark off. 
Eight by sixteen meters, comes the answer. We fall to small 
talk as the tape measure is stretched the width and then 
the length. Suddenly aghast, the pastor calls out to his son 
to back the length off by four meters since otherwise the 
office would be larger than the existing building. The office 
probably shouldn’t be bigger than the sanctuary, he ob- 
serves dryly. 

As we walk off the premises the deed has been done. Or 
at least started. Just like that. On Easter Monday. It was so 
homely. So unprepossessing. But then maybe those are the 
signs that we should expect in the wake of the big secret. 
Without self-importance the faithful set about cleaning, 
restoring, envisioning and, yes, building, but in a hushed 
resurrection light. Such was Easter Monday, 1992. 


Engagement Announced 


ANNE GARBER, AIMM missionary in Burkina Faso, and 
Daniel Kompaore have announced their engagement with 
a wedding date set for January 2. Daniel is an ordained 
pastor, vice president of the Apostolic Church (Eglise 
Apostolique) in Burkina Faso and executive secretary of 
the Burkina Faso Bible Translation Association 
(l’Association Nationale pour la Traduction de la Bible et 
PAlphabétisation). 

After their wedding they will be at home in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. 


Missionaries Who Returned to Africa 


Glen and Phyllis Boese 


After the September evacuation Phyllis and Glen eagerly awaited the day they could return to their home in 
Nyanga, Zaire, where they worked with the agricultural program of the church. That wasn’t possible until in 
early February. By mid-May renal failure for Glen forced another evacuation for them; first to South Africa 
and later to the U.S. They are seeking another assignment in the U.S. 

The General Conference Mennonite Church sponsored them. 


Maurice and Joyce Briggs, Peter, Kathy 


Maurice remained in Kinshasa, Zaire, when Joyce, Peter and Kathy were evacuated. He joined them in the 
U.S. in December but in February and in June returned to Africa for two short times of service. He was secunded 
to Mission Aviation Fellowship. 

Maurice and Joyce have now terminated with AIMM and will be serving with MAF. 

General Conference Mennonite Church sponsored them in Zaire. 


Gordon and Jarna Claassen, Joshua, Caleb 


The unrest in Zaire delayed, until late February, the return of the Claassen family after their North America 
Assignment. Their NAA included itineration in churches and visiting with family in both Finland and the U.S. 

Settled back in their home in Mbuji Mayi they continue in ministries of evangelism with Zairian church 
leaders, TEE, Christian education, work with women and home schooling. 

They are supported by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Rick and Marilyn Derksen, 
Karina, Jeremiah, Erica 


The foo were happy to return as a family to Kananga, Zaire, in re January. At the time of 
the September 91 evacuation Rick stayed in Brazzaville a couple of weeks until able to return to 
Zaire where he stayed for two and a half months before joining the family in the US. 

Rick works in evangelism, radio ministry, TEE, as university chaplain and as missionary counselor. 
Marilyn is nursing instructor at Tshikaji. 

They are supported by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Delbert and Susan Dick, Debbie, Rachel 


Having evacuated Zaire in September with his family, Delbert returned alone to Kinshasa, Zaire, in late 
November. Medical needs brought him back to the U.S. in May. The Dick family, presently in Pennsylvania 
for Delbert to get the needed medical assistance, anticipates returning to Zaire in 1993. 

They are sponsored by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Henry and Tina Dirks 


Henry and Tina returned to Ontario when they joined others in evacuating from Kinshasa, Zaire, in 
September of 1991. Henry has made several return trips to Kinshasa in the interest of administration of 
CEDI—the Protestant printing press. 

They both plan to return to Kinshasa in January of 1993. 

The General Conference Mennonite Church sponsors them. 


Elena Entz 


Having served for three years in Burkina Faso in support ministries and administration, Elena returned to Kansas 
in May for a 3 month North America Assignment. 

The need for a teacher's aid in the missionary children’s school prompted Elena to accept the position and in August 
she returned to Orodara. 

She is sponsored by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Eric and Kathleen Fast, 
Reynold, Lori, Carolyn 


Eric, Kathleen, and children spent June, July and August in Canada on Home Leave residing in 
Winnipeg. 

The first of September they returned to Gaborone, Botswana, to resume their ministry as country 
coordinators of Mennonite Ministries. 

They are supported by the General Conference Mennonite Church and Mennonite Central 
Committee. 
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Arnold & Grace Harder, Matthew, Marcy 


Less than 2 months after the Harder family returned to Zaire in 1991 Grace, Marcy and Matthew were evacuated 
back to the US. Armold remained in Zaire to give support and help to the church. Early December he joined 
the family in Mountain Lake but in January returned to Zaire until mid-April. They were pleased to move back 
to Kinshasa, Zaire, as a family in June. Karis and Christy remain in the U.S. 

%... Grace and Arnold render support services and work in urban ministries. 
I : The General Conference Mennonite Church sponsors them. 


Steve and Pat Nelson, Stephen, Candace, Annie 

Evacuation from Zaire became North America Assignment for the Nelson family as they settled in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. They had ample opportunity to minister in constituent churches during this time and 
minister with the youth in their local congregation. 

Their return to Kinshasa, Zaire, in early August took them to a new assignment working with Evangelism 
Resources. They anticipate special ministry in developing work among a group of people who in Zaire are 
known as the “Pygmee” (Pygmy). aes, 

They are supported by the Evangelical Mennonite Church. [ i 


Steve and Janet Plenert, Gabrielle, Natasha 


Having returned to Canada after the Zaire evacuation, December found Steve returning to Kinshasa 
while the family remained in British Columbia. By the time he returned to BC in January it had become 
obvious that a guest house and service center in Brazzaville, Congo would greatly facilitate travel of people 
to and from Zaire. Mission Aviation Fellowship opened such a center and in February the Plenert family, 
secunded to MAF, moved to Brazzaville to administer the facility. They completed this assignment in July 
and registered as students at AMBS in Elkhart in September. 

They are sponsored by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Richard and Marilyn Steiner 


Early in January Richard and Marilyn returned to their assignment with the International School of Evangelism 
in Kinshasa, Zaire, where Richard serves as director and Marilyn as a teacher. 

They evacuated to the U.S. at the time of the upheaval in Zaire last fall and were among the first to return 
long-term to Zaire. 

They are sponsored by the Evangelical Mennonite Church. 


Paul and Lois Thiessen, 
Josiah, Ruth, Jonathan, Caleb 


During their one year furlough from Burkina Faso, Paul and Lois shared their experiences in the constituency 
and also availed themselves of the opportunity for some study. A trip to Mexico and then settling in Blumenort, 
Manitoba, allowed them to enjoy family fellowship. 

Since early July they are back in Bobo-Dioulasso studying language for six months. They expect to “feel settled” 
once they are back in the village of Tin where they will continue with language analysis, translation and evangelism. 

They are supported by the Evangelical Mennonite Conference. 


New Missionaries to Africa 


Bryan and Teresa Born, Benjamin, Katerina, Emily 

July 20 was departure day for the Born family from Canada to their new country of Botswana. They had 
been living in Fort St. John, British Columbia, and are members of the North Peace Mennonite Brethren 
Church. 

They are presently concentrating on learning to know the people, the culture and the language. This prepares 
them for eventual ministry in Bible teaching among the African Independent Churches in Selebi-Phikwe. 

They are sponsored by the Mennonite Brethren Conference. 


Don and Kathleen Rempel Boschman 

The September departure of Don and Kathleen for Botswana marked the first trip to Africa for Don as Rempel 
Boschman; however, he has served with Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission in Botswana since 1985. 

Don and Kathleen were married on December 28, 1991. Before leaving for Botswana they were living in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Kathleen is a member of the Hope Mennonite Church and Don of the Mountainview Mennonite Church 
in Vancouver. 

In Botswana they will be living at Ramotswa where Don will be working with African Independent Church leaders. 
After language study Kathleen will be involved in health ministries related to AIDS and hospice. 

They are sponsored by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 
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Brian and Tricia Reimer 
Maseru, Lesotho, is the new home of Brian and Tricia who had been living in Steinbach, Manitoba. They are 
members of the Ridgewood Church of the Evangelical Mennonite Conference. 
; They arrived in Lesotho early September. Language learning and getting acquainted with the culture and the 
4 # people occupies them during these first months in Africa. Later they will be ministering with the African 
“%~ Independent Churches in Maseru. 
They are supported by the Evangelical Mennonite Conference. 


Eugene Thieszen 
Eugene is a new missionary in his affiliation with the Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission but he has worked in Botswana 
since 1984. In his previous assignments he served as a pilot secunded to Flying Mission. His interest in more opportunity 
for direct Bible teaching and witness motivated him to change his affiliation. He is working with African Independent 
Church leaders. 
Eugene is from Henderson, Nebraska, and is a member of the Bethesda Mennonite Church. 
The General Conference Mennonite Church supports him. 


Short-term Missionaries to Africa 
Peter and Gladys Buller 


Having been career AIMM missionaries in Zaire, Peter and Gladys returned to familiar territory on October 1 when 
they arrived in Kinshasa for short-term service. 

They will be teaching in the theological school, Institut Superieur Theologique de Kinshasa, where they taught 
for many years before retirement. 

Peter and Gladys are from Goshen, Indiana, where they are members of the Silverwood Mennonite Church 
(General Conference Mennonite Church). 


Russell Entz 


Russell arrived in Burkina Faso in mid-August to help with the construction of a hostel at Orodara for missionary 
children. He has cousins who attend Orodara Kalanso. 

Russell comes from Whitewater, Kansas. He finished high school last year and farms with his father. He is a member 
of the Zion Mennonite Church (General Conference Mennonite Church). 


Henry Gerbrandt 


For the first three months of the year Henry helped his cousin, Gord Klassen, with the construction of the hostel for missionary 
children in Orodara, Burkina Faso. 
He is with the Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference. 


Brenda Klassen 
Teaching grade school level missionary children in Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso, in July and August was a big 
change for Brenda from her usual position as Dean of Women at Steinbach Bible College. 
Brenda is from Steinbach, Manitoba, and a member of the Niverville Elim Mennonite Church (Evangelical 
Mennonite Mission Conference). 


Angela Lehman 


Angela left her home in Kirkwood, Pennsylvania, on ae 2 to spend four months in Burkina Faso. She is helping 
with home schooling of missionary children in Orodara. 
She is a member of Stumptown Mennonite Church (The Mennonite Church). 


Rob Rounds 


Rob spent the months of June and July in Burkina Faso helping the missionaries with various jobs. 
He is from Chicago, Illinois, where he is employed by Moody Bible Institute. 
Rob in involved in ministry at the Calvary Memorial Church (Evangelical Mennonite Church). 


Marguerite “Peg” Sweebe 

Peg’s love of working with children was a real asset for her ministry of helping missionaries with home schooling 
during the months of June and July at N’Dorola, Burkina Faso. 

Peg, a homemaker from Midland, Michigan, is involved in various aspects of Christian service in her community. 
She is a member of Our Redeemer Evangelical Mennonite Church. 
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Earl Roth 


The Archbishop felt 
accepted in places he 
visited and described 
the experience as a time 
of joy. He was especially 
impressed when view- 
ing acres of corn fields 
and thousands of cattle 
in feed lots; both of 
which correlate with 
wealth in his African 
culture. His perception 
and discernment were 
most profound in expe- 
riencing variations in 


from the AIMM constituency for the visit last July and worship. 


August of Israel Motswaosele, archbishop in the Spiritual 
Healing Church in Botswana. Archbishop Motswaosele 


AIMM presented Archbishop Motswaosele with a 
plaque to commemorate his time with us and he gave 


participated in the annual conventions and conferences of AIMM the colorful banner of the Spiritual Healing 


the six partnering Mennonite Conferences and in addition 
had valuable contacts in Christian communities and homes. 


Church. This exchange is a typical African act of deep 
friendship, love and unity of purpose. 
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